PARISH SAFETY PLAN

SCHOOL CLOSURES
As you all know, schools have been closed recently, and we
have all had to stay in our homes and stay away from people
outside of our families as much as we can. This has been to try
to prevent the spread of some really nasty germs, which have
made lots of people, all around the world, very unwell.
Schools are slowly starting to re-open now, because the
sensible things we are doing to stop the germs from
spreading, have been working.
Your year groups have been chosen to return to school first
because some very important learning takes place in these
years, and we do not want you to miss out.

WORRIES
Some people are worried about coming back to schoolthere are lots of reasons for this:
¡ It has been a long time since they have seen anyone

apart from their family
¡ They think they might have forgotten what they have

learnt, or be at a different stage to their classmates
¡ They think they may get ill

These are all very important things for us to talk about with
our parents and our teachers. If you are feeling worried, it is
likely that others are too- you are not alone!

WHO MAKES THE DECISIONS?
If you are worried about coming back to school, it may help
you to know that all the adults responsible for your care have
thought very carefully about how to make the school a safer
place for you. Plans have been put in place to help you stay
safe and healthy, and the adults who look after you will keep
talking about these new rules and plans, to make sure they are
working.
At Parish, you are at the heart of all we do, and keeping you
safe is the most important thing for us. We have thought long
and hard about any risks to you- things that might be unsafeand have talked about how to create a safer school.

WHO MAKES THE DECISIONS?
Some of the people who are responsible for you,
and make decisions about keeping you safe are:
¡ The government
¡ The Trust
¡ Mrs Coleman and the staff at Parish
¡ Your parents or carers

Try to let all these adults do the worrying!
Concentrate on your learning, your friendships,
and following instructions about keeping safe.

RISKS

What is a risk?
A risk is something that could cause a problem, or could be
dangerous.

The adults who are responsible for you have spent a long time
thinking about the risks of returning to school, and things we
might do that could cause germs to spread. It is very important
that you understand the risks, and what we are doing to make
things safer. The better you understand, the more likely it is
that you will remember to behave in a way that is safe and
sensible. If we spread too many germs, schools will need to
close again. We need to make sure staying safe is a team effort,
and everyone plays their part.

We are going to discuss some risks, and how to help avoid
them.

RISK 1- SPREADING GERMS
THROUGH TOUCH

Germs can be spread through touch if you forget to wash
your hands. Germs can stay on surfaces for a long time, but
we can help to stop the spread by washing our hands
regularly. Your teacher will tell you how often you need to
clean your hands. All adults and children in school must
wash their hands thoroughly, with soap, throughout the day.
Germs fear soap and water!!
You should also try not to touch your face. If you have picked
up any germs on your hands, spreading them to your face
will increase the chance of becoming ill.

WASH YOUR HANDS!

RISK 2- SPREADING GERMS THROUGH THE AIR
Germs can also be spread through the air.
You must not cough or sneeze on
anyone! Germs can be carried in tiny
droplets through the air, and can travel
quite a long way.
This is one of the reasons we have asked
you to stay away from one another as
much as possible. Your teacher will
explain to you how far apart you must
stay. You must remember this ALL the
time. Staying away from each other will
help to stop the spread of germs.

RISK 3- GERMS ON SURFACES
Because germs can live on surfaces after we have
touched them, we are making extra efforts to keep the
school clean. As well as the normal, daily cleaning,
things like door handles will be wiped clean during the
day, and school will close at lunch time every Friday for
a deep clean.
Sadly, this means we can’t use some of the resources or
toys that we usually enjoy, and we can’t use our class
book corners. Germs could live on all these surfaces,
and spread from person to person.
We are also asking children to bring their own reading
book and pencil case from home, so that you only touch
the things that belong to you, where possible.

RISK 4- PASSING GERMS AROUND THE
SCHOOL

The more people you come into contact with, the higher the risk will
be that germs will be spread around.

This is why you have been grouped in a small class called a Parish
Pod. These are the children and adults you will spend all your time
with at school, until it becomes safer to mix in larger groups. We will
not get to this stage unless we follow the rules. You will not be able
to play with friends in another class for the time being.
We have also organised the school so that you stay away from each
other in the corridor and playground, and you start and finish school
at different times from one another. We will not be able to have
worship all together at the moment, or eat lunch together.

You must follow your teacher’s instructions about where to go and
which way to walk in the corridor. They are trying to keep you from
spreading germs.

RISK 5- BECOMING ILL AT SCHOOL
Anyone who becomes ill at school must go home as soon as
possible, and not come back until after they are better. If
someone in your class is ill, the school will let your parents
know, so that they can keep an eye on you. The school and the
adults who look after you will decide if others who have been
near the ill person need to stay at home, and for how long.
To help your teacher look after you, you must let them know if
you feel unwell with any of the following symptoms:
¡ A cough that won’t go away
¡ You feel hot even though you have not been running around
¡ You are not able to taste or smell properly
¡ You are having difficulty breathing

RISK 6- SPREADING
GERMS WHILST TREATING
INJURIES
If you need first aid at school,
or if a teacher is helping a
younger child in the toilet,
they will need to wear
protective clothing. This is to
stop them from spreading
germs to you whilst they are
close to you. It is nothing to
worry about, and it does not
mean that they are ill. It is
just a sensible thing to do!

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Keeping safe and managing the risks is a
whole school responsibility

Everyone has their part to play- parents,
staff and children

Listen carefully to the new rules your
teacher gives you, and think before you
act

STAYING SAFE
Mrs Coleman and the teachers will keep thinking about
risks in school and the best ways to stay safe, and your
teacher will let you know if the rules need to change.
At the moment, we don’t know how long we will have to
keep using these new rules or how they might change,
but it is not something to worry about.
Risk management is all about behaving sensibly and
being careful. If you wash your hands and try your best
not to spread germs, then you will be doing your bit. If
anything happens that worries you, or makes you think
that things in school are not as safe as they could be, tell
an adult straight away.

