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P A R I S H  C E  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  

 “The creative, education and moral cases 
for championing diversity and increasing 
inclusion across our schools are well made 
and indisputable. But as a sector we must 
challenge ourselves to be better at 
translating this into action and ensuring 
these values are fully enshrined in 
everything that we do.  
 

To do this we must be passionate in 
making the argument for greater diversity 
and inclusion. But crucially we must match 
advocacy with actions that are specific and 
pro-active. Inclusive practice should be 
woven into the very fabric of our 
organisation.” 
 

What does DIVERSITY mean? 
It means understanding that each 
individual is unique and recognizing our 
individual differences.  
 

Why focus on diversity? 
We are preparing pupils for life in a 
multicultural society and as a school 
community we need to understand the 
part we must play in ensuring the children 
in our care can play a full part in a 
culturally diverse, democratic society 
which values everybody and accords them 
equal rights.  As a school we must seek to 
help all pupils become informed, 
concerned citizens, with an increasing 
mutual understanding, respect and 
appreciation of cultural diversity.   
 

www.parishceschool.com/1694/equality-at-
parish  

Since the first Equality, Diversity and Inclusion letter, much has been happening at 
Parish and we hope that this newsletter will update you on the work that is being 
done and some of our next steps. 
 

Working Parties 
We have a two working groups set up which comprise of parents, staff and an AAC 
member.  These groups enable ideas to be shared, problems aired and solutions 
found.  We are very much on a learning journey together; we don’t have all the 
answers but through discussions we explore what is needed and right for Parish.   
 

Survey 
Thank you to those parents and carers who completed the Aquinas survey.  We 
recognise that the survey might not have reached everyone or have been easily 
accessible so we will be seeking your views again in the near future. 
 

Staff Training 
All staff members have been undertaking training on Preventing Prejudice-Based 
Bullying.  They will now be completing training on Unconscious Bias. 
 

Displays 
We have had a focus on displays that celebrate diversity and also displays which 
promote all the children in our school. You can see a few examples of these on the 
next page. 
 

Curriculum Progress 
We have been working on mapping out our curriculum to show coverage and gaps 
and my thanks go to Mrs Pickering for coordinating this work.  On the third page of 
this newsletter you will see two very visual and informative maps which show 
topics and books covered at Parish.  When looking at the diversity map, curriculum 
web and data check information together, we can begin to build a picture of what 
we currently do and where there are some obvious gaps in the content we deliver 
to our children.  
Key areas where there is limited or no exposure: 

� Africa, apart from topics centred on Egypt and Y2 look at Kenya in Geography. 
� Asia – in particular East and Southeast Asia. India and Pakistan are looked at in RE 

but little reference to other places such as China, Japan or Russia. 
� Central and South America – Y6 look at El Salvador in depth and Brazil is looked 

at in relation to The Amazon. Y3 touch on some other S. American countries in 
Geography. 

� Europe, in particular Eastern Europe. No reference to countries such Romania, 
Poland or Turkey.  

Subject leaders are now reviewing their curriculum areas in light of this in 
preparation for the new academic year. 
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This is Me - This is Us 

World Day for Cultural Diversity 
for Dialogue and Development 
 

Held every year on 21 May, the World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and Development celebrates not only 
the richness of the world’s cultures, but also the essential role 
of intercultural dialogue for achieving peace and sustainable 
development.  
 

The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development is an occasion to promote culture and highlight 
the significance of its diversity as an agent of inclusion and 
positive change.  
 

All are invited to join in, and promote the values of cultural 
diversity, dialogue and development across our globe.  

https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/culturaldiversityday 
 
Why does cultural diversity matter? 
Three-quarters of the world’s major conflicts have a cultural 
dimension. Bridging the gap between cultures is urgent and 
necessary for peace, stability and development. 
 

The day provides us with an opportunity to deepen our 
understanding of the values of cultural diversity  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day 

 
What does this mean for Parish?  
 
"A culturally diverse classroom is not only more inclusive, it 
boosts student learning and achievement. A culturally diverse 
workplace is not only more innovative, it is also more 
productive and economically profitable." 

Irina Bokova, Director-general Unesco, message 2017 
 

"Martin Luther King Jr. once said: “Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.”  We 
are bound together as Parish and as such we need to learn 
what that means for each individual and for us all collectively 
together.   
 

There are so many ‘world days’ now they can easily be 
overlooked.  Schools choose the ones to celebrate – some 
grow in significance (such as World Book Day) and others are 
missed.  However, in the light of the increasing division and 
conflict in the world at the moment, there is a great need for 
as many people to be aware of this particular world day as 
possible, to learn about one another, to celebrate difference 
to recognise this is me - this is us! 
 

On the day, each class will take part in four activities.  The 
theme for each session will be the same in all classes, but the 
activities will be adapted for the age of the children.  During 
celebration worship classes will have an opportunity to share 
together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview of the Day 
 
Session 1: Explore what the words mean 
 

This session will focus on the words world, culture and 
diversity and children will discuss what they mean. 
 
Session 2: This is Me - This is Us, Our Class 
 

In this session we will be using a world map to find where we 
live, where we were born, where family members were born 
We will also be exploring our similarities and differences.  If 
you are able to talk to your child about some of the aspects 
of this session beforehand that would be very beneficial. 
 
Session 3: This is me - This is us, Our School Community 
 

For this session we are looking for some help.  We want to 
learn more about the people who make up our school 
community - our staff, our AAC members, you!  We want to 
create a bank of “podcast”, small video clips or sound bites 
which the children can listen to and discuss.  These would be 
no longer than 5mins each and would involve you talking 
about something important to you related to culture, equality 
and diversity.  These would tell part of your story, part of who 
you are and sharing what makes you you. 
Some topics to talk about or explore might be: 

x religion  
x festivals 
x food 
x country of birth 
x customs 
x how you are treated living in Bromley/London 
x similarities and differences 
x sport and pastimes 
x family 
x language 

If this is something you can be part of (and we really hope 
people will feel able to do so) please send your contributions 
to school via the admin email by next Wednesday please. 
 
Session 4 - Celebrating Culture 
 

This session is a celebration of culture.  It will include one or 
two activities such as: 

x Play music from a different culture. 
x Investigate foods from different cultures  
x Learn a dance from another part of the world. 
x Get each child to draw around their hand, cut it out and decorate 

it including pictures and/or words about what makes each of 
them unique. Create a colourful display. 

x Learn another language with a native speaker and practice it 
with him/her regularly. 

x Visit a virtual art exhibition or a museum dedicated to other 
cultures. 

x Learn about traditional celebrations from other cultures. 
x Play a sport related to a different culture  
x Explore as a class how cultures have influenced one another  

 
R.Coleman 
Headteacher 


