
 
Overview of the year 

 
Building learning, friendships and faith 

  

Subject:  Geography    

Term: 
Summer 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic/Unit 
 

Weather 
• Identify weather types 

• Look at the impact of weather on 
everyday lives 

• Create a weather forecast for their 
own island 

• Learn the countries of the UK 
naming and locating their capitals 
and surrounding seas 

• Understand a weather forecast in 
the UK 

• Explore different types of extreme 
weather and their effects 

• Name and locate continents 

• Map the main climate zones 

• Find out about weather in different 
countries 

• Compare Bromley’s weather to a 
hot and a cold non-European 
country 

History 
 

History Tropical Rainforests 

• Locate the world’s rainforests between 
the Equator and the tropics 

• Name and locate countries with tropical 
rainforests 

• Locate different climate zones on a map 

• Learn what it is like to live in a tropical 
rainforest climate 

• Map the world’s main biomes and 
understand their link to climate zone 

• Discover the four layers of a tropical 
rainforest 

• Research the plants and animals of the 
rainforest to find out how they have 
adapted to their environment 

• Learn about indigenous tribes living in 
the rainforest 

• Examine the threats posed to the 
rainforest 

• Identify endangered animal species 

• Propose ways to help save the tropical 
rainforest 

• Understand Fair Trade and why it is 
important for rainforest farmers  

 

History Climate and Climate Change 

• Name and locate climate zones on a 
map 

• Identify  countries within a similar 
climate zones and locate them on a map 

• Explain the causes of climate change 

• Explain the effects of climate change 

• Identify actions for governments and 
businesses to combat climate change 

• Research types of renewable energy 

• Explore actions for individuals to combat 
climate change 

• Explain the effect of plastic pollution on 
the world 

• Lobby an MP about the state of plastic 
recycling in schools 
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Key 
Vocabulary 
 

• General terms: Season, weather, 
temperature 

• Weather types and forecasting: 
sunny, rainy, foggy, cloudy, stormy, 
windy, snowing, hailing, overcast, 
thundering, clothes, warm, hot, 
cold, freezing, damp, forecast 

• Map skills and locational 
knowledge: map, north, south, 
east, west, key, symbols, 
continents, oceans, seas, countries, 
UK, England, London, Wales, 
Cardiff, Scotland, Edinburgh, 
Northern Ireland, Belfast, English 
Channel, North Sea, Atlantic Ocean, 
Irish Sea, Continent, ocean, North 
America, South America, Europe, 
Asia, Australasia, Oceania, 
Antarctica, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific 
Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Indian Ocean, 
Southern Ocean 

• Severe weather: dangerous, 
effects, extreme, drought, 
heatwave, hurricane, flooding 

• Climate zones: hot, cold, 
temperature, climate, wet, dry, 
desert, polar, tropical, temperate 

• Other geographical language: 
landscape, environment, physical 
features, damage, vegetation, 
forests, trees, man-made features, 
city, town, village  

 

  • Map skills and locational knowledge: 
Equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, continent, country, tropical 
rainforest, ocean, Arctic Circle, Antarctic 
Circle,  

• Weather and climate: precipitation, 
temperature, line graph, bar chart, 
similarities, differences, comparison, 
Manaus, London 

• Climate zones and biomes: polar, 
temperate, tropical, climate zone, 
biome, vegetation, climate zone, tundra, 
taiga, desert, deciduous forest, 
grasslands, tropical rainforest 

• Rainforest characteristics: emergent, 
layer, canopy, understory, forest floor, 
plants, trees, habitat, animals, flora and 
fauna, adaptation, animal, insect, reptile, 
bird, survival, classify, indigenous, 
uncontacted, tribe, survival, sustainable, 
threat 

• Threats and protection: deforestation, 
destruction, trees, timber, change, 
global warming, animals, extinction, 
threat, Endangered, species, protection, 
risk, sustainable, development, climate 
change, destruction, protection, 
greenhouse effect, deforestation, 
recycling, Fair Trade, growers, exporters, 
importers, buyers, supermarkets, trading 
system, fair price, sustainable, benefits 

 • Climate zones and biomes: arctic / polar 
regions, temperate, Mediterranean, 
desert, tropical regions, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle, Equator, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Tropic of Cancer, biome    

• Causes of climate change: factors, 
greenhouse gases, greenhouse effect, 
fossil fuels, carbon dioxide, methane, 
atmosphere, global warming, 
temperature change, natural and man-
made causes 

• Effects of climate change: effects, 
drought, forest fire, famine, rising sea 
levels, flooding, storms 

• Actions to combat climate change: 
Government, business, industry, 
agreement, legally binding, renewable 
energy, sustainable, infinite, wind 
power, solar power, hydro energy, tidal 
energy, geothermal, biomass, individual, 
global responsibility, global citizen, 
campaign 

• War on Plastic: plastic, pollution, 
sustainable, global responsibility, global 
citizen, reduce, reuse, recycle, single-use 
plastic, government, MP 
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Key Skills 
 

Locational Knowledge 

• Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

• Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to:  
➢ key physical features, including:, 

forest, hill, mountain, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather 

➢ key human features, including: 
city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, shop, office 

Place Knowledge  

• Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, 
and of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• Use world maps, atlases and globes 
to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries, capital cities and 
surrounding bodies of water 

• Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language 
to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map. 

  Locational knowledge 

• Identify the position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn 

• Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

Place Knowledge 

• Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, and a 
region within South America 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts  

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of human geography, including: Types 
of settlements and land use 

Geographical skills 

• use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 

 

 

 Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  

• Physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  

• Human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

Locational knowledge 

• Identify the position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle 

• Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

Geographical skills 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 
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Key 
knowledge 
 

• Different types of weather and 
symbols to represent them 

• Types of extreme weather in the UK 

• Understanding a weather forecast 

• Countries of the UK, their capital 
cities and surrounding seas 

• Using simple compass directions: 
north, south, east and west 

• Seven continents and five oceans 

• Location of Equator, the North and 
South Poles and understand their 
significance relating to weather 

• Names and locations of four main 
climate zones 

• Location of hot and cold climates 

 

  • Location of tropical rainforest in the 
world 

• Countries where tropical rainforests are 
located 

• Global climate zones 

• Characteristics of a tropical rainforest 
climate 

• Reading and creating climate graphs 

• Comparison of a tropical and temperate 
climate 

• World biomes and their relationship to 
climate zones 

• Layers of the rainforest and their 
characteristics 

• Animals and plants of the rainforest and 
ways they have adapted to their 
environment 

• Indigenous tribes and their lifestyles 

• Why the rainforest is being destroyed  

• Endangered animals 

• Protection of the rainforest 

• The importance of Fair Trade 

 

 • Main climate zones of the world 

• Characteristics of the main climate 
zones  

• Countries within different climate 
zones 

• Natural and man-made causes of 
climate change 

• Effects of climate change 

• Actions for governments and 
businesses 

• Renewable energy 

• Actions for individuals 

• Extent of the plastic problem  

• Importance of lobbying MPs 
 
 

 

Key 
questions 
 

• Can I identify different types of 
weather? 

• Can I understand the impact of 
weather on everyday lives? 

• Can I create a map of an island and 
make a weather forecast? 

• Can I identify countries of the UK? 

• Can I understand weather forecasts 
in the UK? 

• Can I understand the effects of 
extreme weather? 

• Can I understand the effects of 

  • Can I locate the Equator, Tropic of 
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn and 
explain that tropical rainforests are 
situated between them? 

• Can I name and locate countries which 
contain tropical rainforests finding out 
some facts about them? 

• Can I identify different global climate 
zones? 

• Can I understand and appreciate what it 
would be like to live in a rainforest 
climate? 

 • Can I name and locate world climate 
zones? 

• Can I identify countries in different 
climate zones and find out the 
characteristics of a particular climate 
zone? 

• Can I explain the cause of climate 
change? 

• Can I explain the effects of climate 
change? 

• Can I identify actions for governments 
and businesses to combat global 
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extreme weather? 

• Can I name the continents of the 
world? 

• Can I understand that different 
continents have different climates 
and weather? 

• Can I understand that different 
countries experience different 
weather? 

• Can I compare weather in Bromley to 
weather in a hot non-European 
country? 

• Can I compare weather in Bromley to 
weather in a cold non-European 
country? 

• Can I explain that the world is made up 
of a number of biomes related to the 
climate zones? 

• Can I investigate the four layers of the 
rainforest? 

• Can I investigate the animals that live in 
the rainforest and explain how they have 
adapted to their environment? 

• Can I investigate the plants that live in 
the rainforest and explain how they are 
suited to their environment? 

• Can I explain what it is like for the 
indigenous tribes of the Amazon 
Rainforest? 

• Can I explain how rainforests are being 
destroyed and suggest ways to save 
them? 

• Can I identify different endangered 
animals and propose ways to save 
them? 

• Can I suggest ways in which we can 
protect our world’s rainforests? 

• Can I explain the concept of Fair Trade 
and understand why it is important for 
cocoa farmers in the rainforest? 

 

warming? 

• Can I identify actions for individuals to 
combat global warming? 

• Can I explain the effect of the plastic 
problem on the world?   

• Can I write a persuasive letter to my MP 
about recycling in schools? 

 
 

 


