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Parish CE Primary School - Curriculum Progression Map 

Geography 

EYFS Autumn Spring Summer 

Understanding the 
World 

People, Culture and Communities  

• Identify family  

• Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community.    

• Name and describe people who are familiar to 
them.  

• Know about features of the immediate 
environment.  

• Navigate around the classroom and outdoor areas  
• Describe home  

• Identify who can help in need 

People, Culture and Communities  

• Know that there are many countries around the world.  

• Know that people around the world have different 
religions  

• Know about people who help us within the 
community.  

• Show an understanding of stranger danger  

• Understand the local area 

• Identify physical and human features on a route 
• Take a train ride 

People, Culture and Communities  

• Know that people in other countries may speak different 
languages.  

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in 
this country and life in other countries.  

• Recognise some environments that are different to the one 
in which they live.  

• Draw information from a simple map  

• Use bee-bots to navigate a simple map  
• Know that simple symbols are used to identify features on a 

map.  

 
   KS1 KS2 
 Year 1 

Our School 
in Bromley 

Weather 

Year 2 
Oceans and Continents  

Year3 
Mountains  

and Land Use 

Year 4 
Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 
Rainforests 

Year 5 
Rivers 

Year 6 
Trade 

Climate Change 

Locational 
Knowledge 

 

Name and 
locate the 
world’s seven 
continents 
and five 
oceans. 
(Identify hot 
and cold 
continents) 

 
Name, locate 
and identify 
characteristics 
of the four 
countries and 
capital cities 
of the United 
Kingdom  

Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans (Name and 
locate on a map and find routes 
around the world. Discover more 
about the Pacific Ocean and 
Mariana Trench.  Focus on China 
and Asia to identify physical and 
human geography of the area) 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
(Name and locate on a map and 
discuss features of each country) 
 
Characteristics of the UK countries  

Locate and name the 
continents on a world map 
(Identify mountain ranges 
of the world – identifying 
the continent / countries 
where they are located) 
 
Locate the main countries 
of Europe inc. Russia. 
Identify capital cities of 
Europe.  Add in European 
mountain ranges. 
 
Locate and name the 
countries making up the 
British Isles, with their 
capital cities. (Recap in 
context of Mountains 
locating main UK 

Locate and name the continents 
on a world map (recap in context 
of locating major volcanoes, 
earthquakes and rainforests) . 
 
Locate the main countries of 
Europe inc. Russia and North and 
South America (focusing 
particularly on countries where 
you find volcanoes and 
earthquakes) 
 
On a world map, locate areas of 
similar environmental regions, 
either desert, rainforest or 
temperate regions.  (Drawing 
attention to location of 
rainforests in comparison to 
other zones) 

Locate and name the 
continents on a world map. 
(Locate main rivers of the 
world identifying 
continents) 
 
Locate the main countries 
of Europe inc. Russia and 
North and South America. 
(Mark main rivers on a 
world map identifying 
countries they flow 
through. Identify and 
locate main European 
rivers on a map) 
 
Locate and name the 
countries making up the 
British Isles, with their 

On a world map locate 
continents of the world 
(Recap in context of 
trade and climate 
zones).   
 
Locate countries and 
capital cities on a map.  
Concentrate on their 
environmental regions 
(climate zones) 
Concentrate on their 
physical and human 
characteristics (trade) 
 
Look at how some aspects 
of the UK have changed 
over time (consider how 
UK trade has changed 
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(Identify UK 
countries 
and create a 
weather 
forecast for 
the UK) 
 
 

mountain ranges). Identify 
mountain ranges of the UK – 
locating counties where 
they are located. 
 
Identify human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features (hills 
and mountains) and land-
use patterns.  Understand 
how land-use changed over 
time. 
(How land-use has 
changed in Bromley.  
Review old maps v new 
maps) 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, N. 
and S. Hemisphere, Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn (in 
relation to location of 
mountain ranges) 

 
Identify human and physical 
characteristics and land-use 
patterns.  Understand how land-
use changed over time. 
(Destruction of the Amazon 
Rainforest – review how it’s 
been destroyed over time.  
Look at how natural disasters 
change land use e.g. Boxing 
Day Tsunami) 

 
Identify the position and 
significance of latitude/longitude 
(Identify longitude and latitude 
of a number of volcanoes / 
earthquakes around the world) 
 
Use language: Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, 
Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle (Use in relation 
to location of volcanoes / 
earthquakes  and rainforests 
around the world) 

capital cities (Locating 
main UK rivers on a map) 
 
Locate and name the main 
counties and cities in 
England (Identify counties 
and cities rivers flow 
through) 
 
Identify human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(rivers) and land-use 
patterns.  Understand how 
land-use has changed over 
time. Focusing on land 
use around a river e.g. 
London 
 
Use language: Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle in relation 
to location of major rivers 
around the world. 
  

over time and discuss 
the UK’s role in the 
Trade Triangle) 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of 
latitude/longitude –
(countries / capital cities 
in different climate 
zones) 
 
Use language: Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, time zones 
(when talking about 
countries / continents in 
Trade and Climate 
Change topics) 

 

   KS1 KS2 
 Year 1 

Our School in 
Bromley 

Weather 

Year 2 
Oceans and 
Continents  

Year3 
Mountains  

and Land Use 

Year 4 
Active Earth 
Rainforests 

Year 5 
Rivers 

Year 6 
Trade 

Climate Change 

Place 
Knowledge 

 

Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the 
human and physical 
geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, 
and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European 
country  
(Our School in Bromley 
– where Bromley is in 

Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-

Compare physical 
similarities and differences 
of UK region with European 
region and non-European 
region.  (compare and 
contrast three mountains 
in UK, Europe and non-
European country)  
 
Compare a region of the UK 
with a region South America 

Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a 
region within North or South 
America. 
(Look at impact of earthquakes on 
developed and less developed 
countries.  Compare what it is like 
to live in Manaus in the Amazon 

Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, 
a region in a European 
country, and a region within 
North or South America. 
(Compare rivers in the UK 
with one in Europe and N / S 

Compare a region in UK with 
a region in N. or S. America 
with significant differences 
and similarities. Understand 
some of the reasons for 
similarities and differences. 
(Study the human and 
physical geography of El 
Salvador and compare it to 
Bromley)  
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UK and compare it to 
what is would be like 
going to a school in non-
European country – 
contrast between urban 
and rural Kenya) 
 

European country 
(Compare Bromley 
to an area of Ghana.  
Compare Asian 
country, China, to 
the UK and Bromley) 

for land use to understand 
human geographical 
similarities and differences 
in types of settlements 
(Compare life in for the 

Quechua people living in 
Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador 
in the Andes to life for us 

in Bromley) 

rainforest to life in Bromley.  Risk 
of volcanoes / earthquakes in UK, 
Italy and Indonesia) 
 

America e.g. River Thames, 
Rhine and Amazon.) 
 
  

 
   KS1 KS2 
 Year 1 

Our School in 
Bromley 

Weather 

Year 2 
Oceans and 
Continents  

Year3 
Mountains  

and Land Use 

Year 4 
Active Earth 
Rainforests 

Year 5 
Rivers 

Year 6 
Trade 

Climate Change 

Human & 
Physical 

Geography 

Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
(Weather) 
 
Identify the location of hot 
and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and 
South Poles  (Weather) 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical features, 
including:, forest, hill, 
mountain, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather (Bromley and 
Weather) 

 key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, shop office 
(Bromley) 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary relevant to 
oceans and continents 
to refer to:  

 key physical 
features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast,  
sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation  

 key human features, 
including: city, town, 
port and harbour  

All covered 
throughout unit, 
particular focus 
given when looking 
at aerial 
photographs 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography including 
mountains  
(Link to Science: rock 
types). 
 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography including types of 
settlements and land use. 
(Look at factors for 
consideration when 
settlers chose a location 
for a rural settlement in 
the mountains.  Consider 
how mountains are used 
for tourism and sport and 
analyse how to stay safe 
on the mountain) 
 

 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including:  

• climate zones with particular 
focus on tropical rainforests. 

• volcanoes and earthquakes 
(focus on plate tectonics, types 
of volcanoes, where 
earthquakes and volcanoes 
occur, Ring of Fire, what 
happens during a volcano or 
earthquake) 

 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including:  

• Types of settlements and land use 
(why people choose to live next 
to active volcanoes and live in 
an earthquake zone – Pompeii 
case study, how to stay safe in 
an earthquake zone –  California 
and San Andreas Fault) 

• Economic activity (impact of 
Boxing Day Tsunami  

Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including:  

• rivers and the water cycle 
(where river water comes 
from, how rivers are 
formed, the process 
involved in the formation 
of rivers, stages of a river 
and features found at 
each stage) 

 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including:  

• settlement and land use 
based around a major river 
(study how land is used 
along River Thames) 

 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts (identify 
these across the world and 
consider how these are 
impacted by climate 
change. Consider the role 
of government, businesses 
and individuals in the fight 
against climate change) 
 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of economic activity 
including trade links and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 
(Identify trade between UK, 
Europe and ROW, consider 
distribution of resources 
and analyse the benefits of 
Fairtrade). 
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   KS1 KS2 
 Year 1 

Our School in Bromley 

Weather 

Year 2 
Oceans and 
Continents  

Year3 
Mountains  

and Land Use 

Year 4 
Active Earth 
Rainforests 

Year 5 
Rivers 

Year 6 
Trade 

Climate Change 
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Geographical 
Skills & Field 
work 

 

Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries. 
 (Locate Bromley in the UK.  
Study map of UK to identify 
differences in weather in 
north, south, east and west of 
UK) 
 
Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its 
surrounding 
environment.(Fieldwork 
around school grounds and 
local area walks around 
Sundridge Park area of 
Bromley) 

Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to 
describe the location of features 
and routes on a map. (Used in 
relation to locations on a 
school map, local area map 
and in talking about routes to 
school) 

Use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a 
key.  (Aerial view of Bromley 
and our school – Bing Maps 
as has both aerial map and 
OS map.  Create a map of the 
classroom, school and local 
area based on walk around 
local area. Identify types of 
housing in local area)  

Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, 
continents and oceans. 
(Locate countries of UK, 
capital cities and 
surrounding seas, locate 
continents and oceans of 
the world. Use an atlas to 
find a route around the 
world.  Focus on Pacific 
Ocean and Marian Trench 
to create a creature from 
the deep. Map out basic 
climate zones on a world 
map.  Case studies on a 
European country e.g. 
Spain and African country 
e.g. Kenya) 

         

Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and 
directional language [for 
example, near and far; left 
and right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map.(Locating 
seas around UK, locating of 
continents in relation to 
oceans, following a route 
around the world using 
compass direction)  

Use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key.  
(Identify human and 
physical features around 
the Wonders of the World 
from aerial photographs.  
Create a map of the 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and 
describe features 
studied. (Focus on 
locating mountain 
ranges of world, 
Europe and UK) 
 
Learn the eight points of 
a compass, four figure 
grid reference, some 
basic symbols and key 
(including the use of a 
simplified Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 
wider world 
(Introduction to grid 
referencing during 
local study of Burnt 
Ash) 
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies.  
(Fieldwork project: 
local area study 
around Burnt Ash 
Parade) 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
(Google Earth) to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied. 
(Focus on locating 
specific countries 
impacted by volcanoes / 
earthquakes and 
countries where you 
find rainforests.   
Use of orienteering 
maps, symbols and 
following routes in PE 
lesson in summer term) 
 
Use fieldwork to observe 
and record the human 
and physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies.   
(Compare temperate UK 
forest to a tropical 
rainforest – fieldwork in 
Forest School) 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) to 
locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
(Focus on locating main 
rivers of the world, 
Europe and UK and major 
cities located along them) 
 
Use the eight points of a 
compass,  four-figure grid 
references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom  in the past 
and present.  Introduce six-
figure grid references to 
more able. (Use grid 
references and 
understand mapping 
symbols to find 
landmarks along the 
River Thames) 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. (Trip 
to Beckenham Place Park 
led by British Fieldwork 
Council studying 
Ravensbourne River. 
Study the velocity of a 
river at various points 
along a cross section.  
Identifying areas of 
erosion, transportation 
and deposition. Analysis 
of results on return to 
classroom) 

 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) to 
locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
(Focus on locating main 
trading partners with the 
UK and the main climate 
zones within continents / 
major world countries) 
 
Extend to 6 figure grid 
references with teaching of 
latitude and longitude in 
depth. 
Develop map reading skills 
understanding symbols and 
key – use OS maps for 
Bromley Airport project. 
Compare potential for 
airport to other UK 
airports on a map. 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 
(Bromley Airport project 
– create a map with 
reference to topography 
of land) 
 
Link to Forest School 
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surrounding area of one of 
the world’s wonders by 
using aerial photographs) 

 


